
Welcome to our online College Algebra (CRN 41639) course!  

My name is Pitt Turner Hi!, and I have been teaching mathematics for about ten years and love 

my job!  I am very excited to work with you and get to know you during this semester. Our 

online Math 12 is a 6 unit, 16-week course that, 

begins on January 25, 2021, and ends on May 22, 2021. 

This course is the study of algebraic topics beyond intermediate algebra; including, but not 

limited to, functions, graphs, logarithms, systems of equations, matrices, arithmetic sequences, 

geometry sequences, mathematical induction, and introduction to counting techniques. 

It is important to understand there are two main levels of learning covered in this online college 

algebra course: 

1. Review Material: real numbers and their arithmetic, powers and roots, complex 

numbers, and working with polynomial and rational expressions. 

2. Core Material: lines and circles, quadratic equations, general functions, inverse 

functions, roots of polynomials, theory of equations, the exponential and logarithm 

functions, systems of equations, systems of inequalities, matrices, conic sections, 

sequences and series, and the Binomial Theorem. 

To get the above done, our weekly plan for our meetings will follow the following pattern: 

Monday - Lecture session for review material  

Tuesday - Problem solving session for review material 

Wednesday - Lecture session for core material 

Thursday - Problem solving session for core material 

Though all these sessions will be recorded, only the lecture sessions on Monday and Wednesday 

will posted to be watch at any time.  

As for reading the rest of the syllabus... 

Details and policies you should know about this course are below. Do read through each tab and 

contact me with any questions.  

  

Contact Me 

The best way to connect with me is though Canvas' email system. Doing this will result in a 

reply within 24 hours. 

Another great way to connect with me is during Student Hours (aka office hours), which will be 

 

/conversations


Monday from 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm. Click here to join. 

You can also set up a time to meet, just let me know. 

During these times, you will be able to join me in a virtual meeting for a live face-to-face 

interaction. 

Other ways to connect with me are seen below. 

Email = pturner@sierracollege.edu 

Office = V-313B 

Note the campus, hence my office, is closed this term. 

Course SLO's 

By the end of the semester the following outcomes need to be met. In other words, to pass 

this course you’ll need to be able to: 

• Simplify expressions and solve equations of the following types: linear, quadratic 

(including some with complex solutions), rational, radical, absolute value, exponential, 

and logarithmic. 

• Interpret and construct graphs of quadratic, rational, exponential, logarithmic functions, 

and conic sections. 

• Translate, model, and solve applied problems utilizing linear, quadratic, rational, radical, 

exponential, logarithmic functions, and matrix algebra. 

• Logically present clear, complete, and sufficiently detailed solutions to demonstrate 

understanding, communicate reasoning and method of solving problems. 

• Apply techniques from linear algebra and combinatorics. 

Course Policy 

Just by being in this course, you have agreed to behave like a college student, and you agree to 

be here for your own desire to learn. Here are a few examples of some policies that will be 

absolutely enforced throughout this term:  

• Do your own work, but collaborate as much as you can.  

o Although working in groups and utilizing web resources is highly recommended, 

you’re expected to do your own work on assessments such as quizzes and exams. 

Cheating/plagiarizing on assessments will result in a zero for that assessment and 

may result in failure of the course and/or other academic repercussions. 

• Manage your electronic devices (i.e. use what will not distract).  

o Creating an atmosphere of learning is difficult and an ill-timed distraction can 

ruin it. So, while you study, put gadgets not needed for your studies to the side. 

Your focus will only be strengthened if you practice moments of constraint 

against these gadgets.  

• Create and keep a schedule for your studies.  

o Participation is required in this course. You would be expected to put in around 

10 hours per week participating in this course. Examples of participation includes 

https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/97794477482
mailto:pturner@sierracollege.edu


timely submitting assignments, taking part in discussions and meeting sessions, 

responding to feedback, and logging into Canvas/Lumen to study/practice the 

material. Accessing and submitting assignments in the Lumen OHM and in 

Canvas is expected to take place every few days, less than that and/or logging less 

than 5 hours a week (i.e. becoming an inactive student) may result in being 

dropped from the course. 

• Adhere to the same standards of behavior online that you follow in real life. 

o Standards of behavior may be different in the virtual world; they certainly should 

not be lower. You should do your best to act within the laws and ethical manners 

of society whenever you inhabit "cyberspace." Violation of this may result in Title 

IX involvement and may result in removal from the course and/or other academic 

repercussions. 

For a more in-depth list of all of your responsibilities and your rights as a student at Sierra, click 

here for the Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook. 

Course Materials 

Textbook:  

The primary text for this course is College Algebra Corequisite (Links to an external site.) by 

Lumen Learning, which is adapted from College Algebra by OpenStax. Deborah Devlin of 

Frostburg State University in Maryland was the lead author and editor of this course redesign. 

There is no need to download this book as all of its content is posted within the Modules. This 

textbook is licensed by CC BY 4.0. 

On-line Homework Manager: 

In each Module, you will find review material, quizzes, practice problems, and summative 

assessments. To access all this, when you first access the homework, you will be directed to 

purchase a $25 access fee from Lumen OHM. This access fee grants you access to the homework 

system we will be used to aid your learning. This Lumen access fee of $25 is the only required 

material cost for this course. 

NOTE: If you're not able to purchase now, use the 14-day trial.  

Graphing Calculators:  

Keep in mind, technology such as calculators should support your leaning, not take it away from 

you. Always aim to understand how to do things by hand...using a calculator to only verify your 

work or to pull off ridiculous calculations (such as values of logs or exponentials).  

Links to online graphing calculators that may be helpful to use during this course. 

• Desmos 

• meta-calculator (Links to an external site.) 

• geogebra 

  

External Resources:  

While the course materials within the Modules cover everything needed to pass the course, you 

may find them brief and challenging in places. If you discover that is the case, you may want to 

https://www.sierracollege.edu/_files/resources/admissions/documents/Student-RR-1-2018.pdf
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/waymakercollegealgebracorequisite/
https://course-building.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/College+Algebra+Corequisite/CollegeAlgebraCorequisite_Formatted.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://lumenlearning.com/what/ohm/
https://www.desmos.com/calculator
https://www.meta-calculator.com/
https://www.geogebra.org/graphing?lang=en


utilize additional resources for explanations and examples beyond those provided in the course 

materials. Here are some links to external websites that can be very helpful. 

• wolframalpha 

• khanacademy 

• purplemath 

• patrickjmt 

Grading Policy 

Your overall grade is based on the following breakdown. Each category has an associated rubric 

describing the grading for those types of items.  

0% - Review Readiness 

These are to give an overview of the foundations of math needed to be able to work through the 

Module's core material. Give them your best attempt to see what you already know and to know 

what you need to study; these assignments are not a part of your overall grade. 

25% - Practice Problems/Post-Checks 

Practice Problems check for understanding within each section of the Module. The Post-Check 

will check a similar result for the review material section. Correctly answering a problem, which 

could have multiple parts, earns one point. Each problem can be attempted several times - aim to 

relearn/redo=master each problem to gain 100%. I reserve the right to pull problems and ask you 

to walkthrough the problem with me - this can result in gaining extra points. 

25% - Quizzes 

Quizzes are a cumulative set of questions focusing on one Module's content. Correctly answering 

a problem, which could have multiple parts, earns one point. Each problem has one attempt, yet 

the quiz can be retaken. I reserve the right to pull problems and ask you to walkthrough the 

problem with me - this can result in gaining extra points. 

15% - Notes 

Throughout this course, there will be a focus on how to document your learning and how you 

keep track of terms and concepts and examples that help your understanding. Prior to taking each 

Summative Assessment, you will turn in your notes taken for the preceding Modules. Scores are 

based on clarity, usability, and content. It is also expected that these notes will be your only 

resource when taking the Summative Assessments. 

25% - Summative Assessments 

Summative assessments (aka tests) focuses on a sequence of Modules, typically with similar 

concepts. These assessments can be taken only when you have completed all related Modules 

AND have submitted your notes. Each 10 points Scores are based on showing the steps, using 

proper notation, clarity of your logic. All-in-all, your score is wholly based on your ability to 

undeniably demonstrate your understanding and skill in setting up and working though the given 

problems.  

 

https://www.wolframalpha.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/math
https://www.purplemath.com/
http://patrickjmt.com/


10% - Discussions 

Weekly discussions will be assigned to help create a sense of community as well as to create a 

place to discuss our understanding topics relating to studying. The initial post can earn up to four 

points and your replies/feedback to others can earn up to two points each.  

When all is said and done, your final percentage in the class will determine your letter 

grade: 

100%-90%= A    89%-80% = B    79%-70% = C    69%-60% = D    50%> = F 

Student Services 

Take advantage of the many helpful resources Sierra offers to help you on your journey to 

success. 

 

Two resources I want to make clear are the following: 

• Technical issues:  Distance Learning Help Center. 

• Technical needs:  Student Technology Request Form.  

o Students can either borrow technology or receive a voucher to have their own 

“keeper” laptop shipped to them.   

https://www.sierracollege.edu/distancelearning/help-center/index.php
https://www.sierracollege.edu/student-services/academic-help/student-tech-support.php


Accessibility 

If you are in need of disability accommodations, please let me know during the first week of the 

class.  For more information, contact Sierra's Disabled Students Programs & Services for 

assistance if you have not done so. 

Title IX 

Sierra College is committed to providing a safe learning environment, free of harassment and 

discrimination, as described by Title IX, federal and state law, and District policies found on our 

website. It is my goal that you feel you can share information related to your life experiences in 

classroom discussions, in your written work, and in our one-on-one meetings, and I will seek to 

keep information you share private to the greatest extent possible. However, as an instructor, I'm 

encouraged to connect students who share information about incidents of gender-based 

discrimination, violence, and harassment with a Title IX Campus Advocate who are trained 

counselors.  Through a referral to the Campus Advocates, students receive the best information 

possible regarding appropriate on and off campus support, services, resources, and options for 

filing a complaint.  

To connect to a confidential Title IX Campus Advocate or learn more about our services please 

contact us at (916) 660-8400 or 9confidential@sierracollege.edu. 

Additionally, our local community organizations provide confidential support and resources to 

survivors of sexual assault and intimate partner violence and available 24/7.                       

• STAND UP PLACER (Placer County) (800) 575-5352  

• Community Beyond Violence (Nevada County) (530) 272-3467 

• Sierra Community House (Tahoe/Truckee) (800) 736-1060 

• WEAVE (Sacramento County) (916) 920-2952 

Please move through all tabs above to explore the full syllabus. 

 

You might occasionally forget this, but Maths have their uses  

in, like, everything! 

The trick (or fun part) is figuring out how. 

https://www.sierracollege.edu/student-services/support-programs/dsps/index.php
mailto:9confidential@sierracollege.edu
https://www.standupplacer.org/
https://cbv.org/
https://sierracommunityhouse.org/
https://www.weaveinc.org/
https://xkcd.com/


Dates/details in the Course Summary below are tentative,  

these following dates are not. 

January 25th    First day of the term 

February 2nd    Add/Drop/Refund Deadline 

April 16th    Withdraw Deadline 

May 22th    Last day of the term 

  

 


