
HOW TO SOLVE RADICAL EQUATIONS

 (1) Isolate one radical on one side of the equation.  

 (2) Raise each side of the equation to a power equal to the index of the radical and then simplify both sides of the equation.  

Recall, if  
[image: image1.wmf]X

  represents an algebraic equation then 
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(3)  If the equation still contains a radical term, repeat steps 1 and 2.  

If the equation does not contain a radical term, solve the equation. 

To solve the equation:

(a) For linear equations, isolate the variable.

(b) For nonlinear equations, solve by factoring or solve by using the quadratic formula 
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(4)  Check all proposed solutions in the original equation.
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