
      PROBLEM SOLVING GUIDELINES

(Depending on the problem, some of these steps can be omitted and/or modified.  The order of these steps can also be changed.)

(1) Understand the problem.  

 
(a)  Read and reread the problem carefully.  


(b) Develop an easier problem to transition into the 
harder problem.

 
(c)  Draw a picture to represent the problem.


(d)  Form a table to organize the information.

(2)  Form variable or variable expressions to represent the unknown quantities.  Form equation(s) representing the situation in the problem incorporating the variables.

(3)   Solve the equation(s) and be sure to answer the question.  For instance, solving for “x” may not solve the problem.

 (4)  Look back; does the answer make sense ?

For example, if you get x = -20, and x represents Grandma's age, then clearly a mistake was made.


