GENERAL FACTORING STRATEGY GUIDELINES
(1) FACTOR OUT THE GCF FIRST.
(2) DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF TERMS IN THE POLYNOMIAL.
(A) TWO TERMS (BINOMIALS):

(i)  
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(ii)
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 (iii)
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(B) THREE TERMS (TRINOMIALS):

         (i)  
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        (ii) 
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        (iii)  
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Find two numbers that multiply to 
         c  and add to b, and factor accordingly.
          (iv)  
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ac method
                  (1)  Identify a, b and c by matching with the 
                        generic  
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.
                  (2) Find the product ac.

                  (3) Find two numbers: 
                        
[image: image12.wmf]®

 That multiply to ac
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 That add to b

(4) Rewrite the trinomial in four terms.

(5) Factor by Grouping.

(6) Check your answer using FOIL.
(C) FOUR  TERMS: Factor by Grouping.
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